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Introducing our

Winter Collection
30 YEARS OF ‘TRAVEL MADE PERSONAL’
Welcome to our Winter Collection. Inside these pages
you will find an enticing selection of winter escape ideas
to inspire your wanderlust. From snorkelling pristine
reefs in remote Indonesia to Northern Lights hunting
in Iceland or catching some winter sun in a little-known
Emirate, the possibilities are endless.
We are also pleased to reveal our brand-new logo.
We will be celebrating 30 years of Real Holidays in
2019, and our new look has been designed to reflect
us as a small, trusted team who are genuinely
passionate about delivering outstanding holidays
with personalised service to match.
To complement this fresh look, we have a new
website coming soon. Its updated format has been
created to take you on a worldwide journey of discovery
through a multitude of detailed features, travel insights
and property snapshots. Our ultimate aim is to help you
start dreaming about your next holiday, before your
favourite consultant turns it into reality.
We look forward to hearing from you.

WHY TRAVEL WITH US?
Many of you might travel with us every year and know
the reasons why you keep returning to us to plan your holidays.
However, if you haven’t travelled with us before, or need
a refresher as to why you should, here are some good
reasons to let us plan your next holiday.

Every experience from scratch

Learning about your needs is the foundation of every trip.
By understanding your interests, expectations and budget,
we can design a holiday that’s unique to you.

Each member of our team travels regularly and extensively. We can tell you,
from experience, what we love about a destination, what the food’s like, and
which room has the best view. For anywhere we haven’t been, we call on our
pool of trusted contacts to give reliable, first-hand advice.

We use our time, not yours

Our consultants spend countless hours researching the best holiday
options, and they’ll explain why each aspect is ideal for you.

This level of care and attention is one of the reasons our customers
keep coming back. Some have been with us for more than 20 years,
and their longstanding personal consultant has developed a
deep understanding of how they like to travel.

Service & integrity at every level

Outstanding service doesn’t have to mean luxury
or expensive – unless you want it to be.

Matthew Fisher, Director

Call: +44 (0)20 7359 3938
Email: info@realholidays.co.uk
Visit: www.realholidays.co.uk

We know that excellence can exist anywhere, from charming
guesthouses to exclusive resorts. We set realistic expectations
and deliver genuine experiences.

Experiences to remember

We breathe life into your itinerary with authentic experiences.
We know that you might want more than a flight and hotel, and we help
you feel less like a tourist by revealing local secrets and new perspectives.

Seville

like a local

With its seductive blend of
balmy evenings, fragrant orange
trees and architectural marvels,
Seville is among our favourite
spots for an autumn city break.
Andalucía’s capital is well
known for its innovative
tapas bars and flamboyant
flamenco displays. But how
do you avoid the tourist
traps? With a handpicked
local guide - who’ll take
you under their wing on a
private food and flamenco
fiesta. There’s no better
way to get to the heart of
these age-old traditions.
Meet your resident host for
an evening stroll through the
city’s Triana district. Its soulful
backstreets are Seville’s
beating heart, packed with
ceramic shops, beloved bars
and fiercely proud locals.
Here you’ll have a front
row view for an authentic
flamenco performance in
the neighbourhood where
the artform was born. Inside
an intimate 25 seat theatre
you’ll witness a passionate
display of dancing, guitar
playing and singing.

Your guide will then take
you to some of their
favourite tapas spots,
where only the locals go.
What could be better
than slices of Jamon Pata
Negra ham washed down
with a cold glass or two of
Manzanilla sherry? Learn
the secrets of traditional
food and wine pairings, as
you taste mouthwatering
specialties you’d never have
discovered on your own.
THE LOWDOWN

Getting there: You can fly
direct to Seville in under
three hours.
Ideal for: Cultural and
gourmet insights.
Cost: 3 nights from £800
per person, B&B including
flights, transfers and private
guided tapas experience.

“Visit Triana’s lively
market, which is still very
much a local affair, overflowing
with charcuterie and olives.”
CATHERINE FOXON
Travel Consultant
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WHERE TO STAY

COLONIAL CHARM:

PARADOR LA GOMERA

With clear blue skies, unspoiled scenery and
miles of walking trails, tiny La Gomera is the
Canary Island that mass tourism forgot.
It’s a magnet for in-the-know hikers, who are drawn
to its prehistoric landscapes, plunging ravines and
sheer-walled valleys. The undoubted highlight is
Garajonay National Park, a sprawling expanse of
ancient rainforest cloaked in atmospheric mist.
Here you can trek through dense swathes of
moss-covered trees before emerging to bird-song
filled valleys and eye-popping coastal views.

Sailing into San Sebastián, you can imagine
what Columbus might have thought when he
visited enroute to the Americas. Stroll down Calle
Real, in the capital’s old quarter, and you’ll find
numerous tributes to the famous explorer.
Drive to the island’s northern tip for rousing ocean
vistas from Mirador de Abrante’s glass observation
deck. You’ll also find a clifftop restaurant where
you can taste authentic local tapas while taking in
the panoramic backdrop. Time your arrival for after
2pm, when the day-trippers have departed, and
you’ll feel like you have the place all to yourself.

With polished wooden floors, beamed
ceilings and shady courtyards, the Parador’s
colonial ambience is best suited to couples
seeking quiet solace. Occupying a headland
overlooking San Sebastián, there’s a large
outdoor pool to laze by while enjoying the
superb views of Tenerife’s Mount Teide across
the water. The spacious rooms all have sea
views or direct access to the gardens. And
after a day’s walking, it’s a pleasure to dine
at one of the island’s best restaurants.

RESORT SPORTS:

JARDIN TECINA

Perched on a clifftop above the fishing town of
Playa Santiago, this family-friendly resort delivers
sweeping Atlantic views and an array of sports
facilities. Surrounded by sprawling subtropical
gardens, its clusters of low-rise buildings have
been cleverly laid out to ensure maximum
tranquillity. There’s a choice of five swimming
pools, plus a kids’ club, tennis courts and an
18-hole golf course. For the best views, we
recommend rooms at the base of the hotel.

“ La Gomera’s unhurried charm
is a world away from the nightlife
of neighbouring Tenerife, and the
absence of direct flights means
visitor numbers remain low. ”
ROB MILVERTON Travel Consultant

THE LOWDOWN

Getting there: To reach La Gomera you
need to take a ferry from Tenerife. The
fastest crossing takes just 50 minutes.
Ideal for: Winter sun and walking.

Cost: Parador La Gomera: 7 nights from £1,034
per person, B&B including flights and transfers.
Jardin Tecina: 7 nights from £4,260 per family
of 4, B&B including flights and transfers.
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Active Iceland
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In Iceland, sometimes only an oversized all-terrain
jeep will get you where you want to go.
Surrounded by majestic glaciers and birch woods,
the Thorsmork Valley is only accessible in one
of these mountain vehicles. Hold on tight as
your driver-guide takes you on an exhilarating
off-road ride over rugged terrain and icy rivers
to explore the valley’s extreme nature.

Iceland is nature at its most rugged and raw. Dramatic
icecaps, active volcanoes and steaming lava fields
make up an ever-changing landscape which simply begs
to be explored. Here are five ways to immerse yourself
in Iceland on an unforgettable winter adventure.

1
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A drysuit will keep you warm as you plunge
into the clearest water you’ve ever seen. As you
float above the chasm, the continental plates
which separate Europe and North America
are so close you can almost touch them.

N ORTH ER N L IGHT S HU NT

You need to get remote, away from any light pollution,
to stand the best chance of catching this nocturnal light
show, and our local guides know where to look. Head out
into the crisp, cold night to witness the beautiful green
and red lights as they dance upon dark midnight skies.
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The world’s largest man-made ice tunnel stretches
for over 500 metres underneath the glacier’s surface.
As you go deeper inside, you’ll see the ice change
colour from white to striking deep-blues and violets.
Once you reach the centre, you’ll find a spacious
natural ice cave alongside a hair-raising crevasse.

SN OW MOB IL ING

All the gear you need is provided and they’re surprisingly
easy to drive – just accelerate or brake! Don’t forget
to take in the magnificent views over the black sandy
beach and Eyjafjallajökull volcano as you fly past.
“Our expert guides can take you
away from the crowds and bring
Iceland to life with unique and
exclusive experiences.”
HOLLIE COLEMAN Travel Consultant

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)20 7359 3938 or visit us online: www.realholidays.co.uk

I N T O T H E GL A C I E R

Don your crampons for an extraordinary
opportunity to see Langjökull, Europe’s
second largest glacier, from the inside.

Experience the thrill of driving across the Mýrdalsjökull
glacier by snowmobile. As you glide through the
wilderness, you’ll feel miles away from the everyday.
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S N O RK E L BE T W E E N C O N T I N E N T S

One of Iceland’s best-kept secrets, Silfra is a
tectonic rift valley where you can snorkel some
of the most crystalline waters on the planet.

During the winter months, Iceland’s clear skies can light
up with the wondrous glow of the Northern Lights.
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P RI VAT E S U P E R J E E P T O U R

THE LOWDOWN

Getting there: Reykjavik is just
a three-hour direct flight.
Ideal for: Thrilling natural wonders.

Cost: 5 nights from £7,250 per family of 4, B&B including
flights, transfers and some private guided activities.
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Morocco is brimming with colourful
spices, dramatic landscapes and
ancient mystery. It’s a great winter
break for families seeking a taste of
the exotic without the long journey.
In less than four hours
you’ll feel totally transported
as you stand among the
snake charmers, acrobats
and fire-eaters in Marrakech’s
bustling main square.
Whether you’re bartering
for hand-crafted carpets
or sipping fresh mint tea
as the muezzin calls the
faithful to prayer, it’s a
spellbinding sensory
overload.

Rock the

Kasbah
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Morocco’s varied natural
scenery presents endless
opportunities for activity.
There’s little chance
of your children being
bored as they ride camels
through the Sahara or
learn to surf off the Atlantic
coast’s sandy beaches.
In the Atlas Mountains,
trek to Berber villages
where life has barely
changed for centuries.

There are guided hikes for all
abilities, from short rambles
to demanding multi-day
treks. Watching sunrise over
the valley after spending the
night in a remote trekking
lodge is unforgettable.
Morocco is an eyeopening experience for
children, who are generally
fascinated by the culture
and contrasts. Aside from
the sweltering summer,
any of the school holidays
are an ideal time to visit.
THE LOWDOWN

Getting there: Fly direct
to Marrakech in under four
hours.
Ideal for: Exotic family
adventures.
Cost: 7 nights from £4,970
per family of 4, full board
including flights, transfers
and some activities.

“We can recommend
a range of family-friendly
places to stay, from coastal
resorts with pools to traditional
riads and mountain kasbahs.”
SARAH MCLENNAN
Sales Manager
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Ras Al Khaimah

The Unknown
Emirate

With wild sandy beaches,
wonderful water sports and scenic
mountain hikes, Ras Al Khaimah
is the best winter sun destination
you’ve probably never heard of.
The UAE’s fourth largest
Emirate has the perfect
blend of sun, sand and
adventure. And the fact
that it’s still relatively
unknown is part of its
charm. Although less
than two hours by road
from Dubai, there’s a
fraction of the crowds
and barely a skyscraper in
sight. But it’s the outdoor
activities which really get
our blood pumping.
Head to the jagged Ru’us
Al Jibal mountains for
meandering hikes and
cycle trails. This range
is also home to Jebel
Jais, the UAE’s highest
mountain. Trek to the
summit and you’ll be
rewarded with spectacular
views through the valley.
The mountaintop is also
home to the world’s
longest zipline, where
thrill-seekers can ride

at dizzying heights and
speeds of up to 95mph.
The surrounding desert
is home to ancient oases
and traditional Bedouin
villages, which you can
explore by horseback,
camel or as part of a 4WD
safari. And if all that sand
leaves you parched, the
calm, bath-like waters
of the Arabian Gulf are
ideal for kayaking and
paddleboarding.
THE LOWDOWN

Getting there: RAK is easy
to reach. It’s a seven-hour
flight to Dubai followed by
a 90-minute road transfer.
Ideal for: Winter sun
activities.
Cost: 7 nights from
£1,850 per person,
fully inclusive, including
flights and transfers.

“On the coast, you’ve
got 64 kilometres of white
sand beaches and a cluster
of family friendly hotels
to choose from.”
LOUISE SILVERMAN
Travel Consultant
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A journey across Southern India, combining the rich heritage
of Tamil Nadu with the laid-back beauty of Kerala makes
for a satisfyingly diverse adventure.
Touch down in Chennai, Tamil
Nadu’s capital, then head south
to explore Mahabalipuram’s
ancient shore temples as the sun
sinks into the Bay of Bengal.
Further down the coast in
Pondicherry, which the French
ruled until 1954, you can
swap biryanis for baguettes.
Stroll down Rue Surcouf or
Goubert Avenue and you’ll find
bougainvillea lined boulevards
and colourful colonial mansions.

It’s also a great place to shop for
silks and handicrafts.

terraces and Fort Kochi’s colonial
Portuguese backstreets await.

In Madurai, Tamil Nadu’s holiest
city, join the endless stream
of pilgrims at the enormous
Meenakshi Temple. Don’t miss the
lively evening procession, when
the gods are carried to rest as the
sound of conch shells fill the air.

As you float down the meandering
Backwaters aboard a private
rice barge, you’ll pass local
fishermen casting their nets and
see villagers doing their washing
on the sleepy riverbanks. This
is India at a slower pace.

Then cross over the Western Ghats
mountains to neighbouring Kerala,
where Munnar’s tea-covered

“You’ll find culinary
variations at each stop,
from the fiery Chettinad
chicken curry to tamarind
infused daals and spiced fish
steamed in banana leaves.”
SOPHIE GARLAND
Travel Consultant
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THE LOWDOWN

Getting there: You can reach
South India via the Middle
East in around 12 hours. BA
also fly direct to Chennai.
Ideal for: Blending culture with calm.
Cost: 14 night guided itinerary
from £3,550 per person, B&B
including flights and transfers.
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Beach Escapes

Looking to stretch out on sun-soaked
sandy shores this winter? From private
island pampering to barefoot simplicity,
here are a few of our favourites…

Machangulo Beach Lodge,
Mozambique
Off-the-map authenticity

Tucked away on the tip of southern Mozambique’s
Machangulo peninsula amid untamed dune forests,
Machangulo Beach Lodge is a refreshing antidote
to the Indian Ocean’s more manicured resorts.
Arrival is by boat, so you feel immediately castaway.
Empty beaches stretch as far as the eye can see.
And with just nine thatched-roof bungalows,
there’s hardly anyone for you to share them with.
The surrounding marine reserves are an underwater
goldmine. Take a snorkel picnic to nearby Inhaca
Island, where you can mingle with giant turtles and
kingfish amid pristine corals. You can also learn to
scuba at the dive centre or enjoy world class deepsea fishing. Keep your eyes peeled for the pods of
dolphins that frequent the surrounding waters.
Beyond the beach, staff can arrange for you to visit
nearby villages or go kayaking along mangrove
estuaries. Whether you spend your days swinging
in a hammock or being pampered in the spa,
a warm glow of happiness is guaranteed.

THE LOWDOWN

Getting there: Connecting flights to Maputo take
around 15 hours, followed by an hour boat transfer.
It’s possible to drive from South Africa too.
Cost: 8 nights from £2,290 per person, full board
including international flights and transfers.
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Blue Waters, Antigua

Kanuhura, Maldives

In a glorious setting between two palm-fringed
coves, Blue Waters is one of the Caribbean’s most
laid-back resorts. With a choice of beaches, water
sports galore and a sizeable spa, it has everything
you need for a relaxing escape.

Nothing beats the winter blues like relocating
to paradise. Fresh from a $42 million overhaul,
Kanuhura is suited to both couples and
families seeking an activity-laden Eden.

Sunshine and service

But what really sets Blue Waters apart is the service.
From the moment you check in, you’ll be well
looked after by the charming team, many of whom
have been pouring rum punches and turning down
bedrooms here for decades. Bartley’s restaurant and
Veronica’s bar are even named after long-standing
staff members.

The resort is spread across three private islands.
The main island of Kanuhura is where you’ll stay,
in either a beachfront villa or on stilts above
the turquoise lagoon. It’s just a two-minute
boat ride to Jehunuhura, where you’ll find Drift
Grill restaurant under the palm trees. Or head
to Masleggihura for a day of Robinson-Crusoe
style escapism on your own deserted island.

A wide array of rooms and suites overlook tropical
gardens or are just steps from those eponymous
turquoise waters. Each is elegantly colonial, with
terracotta tiles and vaulted ceilings. If you’re
travelling as a family, there’s a trio of spacious private
pool villas to choose from.

You’ll never run out of things to do here. Take
to the topaz waters by stand-up paddleboard
or kayak. Work on your backhand at the
tennis courts. Sweat it out during a Maldivian
warrior workout. If it all gets a bit much, there’s
complimentary meditation and yoga classes too.

Days can be spent reading in the shade, snorkelling
in the sea or dipping your toes in the sand with a
cocktail in hand. If you’re seeking a stress-free direct
hit of winter sun, look no further.

With 42 dive sites nearby and no fewer than
eight bars and restaurants, Kanuhura is all
about choice. All you have to decide now
is who you’re going to take with you.

THE LOWDOWN

THE LOWDOWN

Cost: 7 nights from £1,960 per person, B&B
including international flights and transfers.

Cost: 7 nights from £2,795 per person, half
board including flights and transfers.

Getting there: It’s an eight-and-a-half-hour direct flight
to Antigua, followed by just a 15-minute transfer.
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Active castaways

Getting there: Direct to Male in around 10 hours,
then a 30 minute seaplane transfer to Kanuhura.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)20 7359 3938 or visit us online: www.realholidays.co.uk

Royal Sands, Cambodia
Try to picture what Koh
Samui was like 30 years ago
and you’ll probably imagine
something close to Koh Rong.
Most of its white sand beaches
remain blissfully undeveloped.
There are no roads, and limited
lighting at night. After dark, you
can see bioluminescent plankton
sparkling in the sea.
Until recently, this low-key
Cambodian island has been the
sole reserve of budget backpackers.
But with the arrival of newly
opened Royal Sands, you can now
experience its idyllic shores without
sacrificing creature comforts.

Sun, sea and simplicity

At Royal Sands a deserted
stretch of private beach is all that
separates you from a translucent
sea which teems with tropical fish
and colourful coral. You can be as
active or relaxed as you like - rise
for morning yoga or curl up on your
daybed; trek the jungle interior or
lounge beside the infinity pool;
island hop to hidden coves or
cast a line with local fishermen.

THE LOWDOWN

Getting there: Koh Rong is
an hour boat ride from the
coastal port of Sihanoukville,
which you can fly to from
Siem Reap and Bangkok.
Cost: 7 nights from £1,800
per person, B&B including
international flights and transfers.

The villas, which range from one
to three bedrooms, are simple
yet sophisticated: neutral tones,
generously-sized bathrooms,
outdoor terraces. Some also have
private plunge pools for you to
cool off in while admiring the
sunset ocean views.
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Undiscovered

Indonesia

If you want to get away from
it all, the uninhabited islands
and pristine coral reefs of
the Raja Ampat archipelago
are as remote as it gets.
This string of over 1,500
islands lies in Papau,
Indonesia’s easternmost
province. It’s a startlingly
beautiful place of jungle
clad islets, hidden
lagoons and powder
white beaches. And
thanks to a new direct
flight from Jakarta, it just
got more accessible.
Diving and snorkelling
are the number one draw,
with its waters said to
be the most biodiverse
on the planet. Venture
beneath the surface and
you’ll see colourful fish
and immaculate coral that
you won’t find elsewhere.
The best way to explore
is on an island-hopping
cruise aboard a traditional
wooden pinisi boat. Each
day brings a different
adventure, from exploring
limestone caves to
snorkelling along the

equator. Dine alfresco on
deck. Trek through jungle
to spot Birds-of-Paradise.
Prefer dry land? Misool
Eco Resort is a minimalist
island hideaway made
from reclaimed tropical
hardwoods and fringed
by teeming reefs, where
a range of dives sites
are within easy reach.
THE LOWDOWN

Getting there: Cruises
start in Sorong, a 25 hour
flight via Jakarta. Misool
is a further four hours by
speedboat. Undeniably it’s a
bit of a journey, but worth it.
Ideal for: Seclusion,
sailing and scuba-diving.
Cost: 9 night cruise from
£5,600 per person full board
or 8 nights at Misool from
£3,700 per person, B&B
including flights and transfers.

“Spot elusive
pygmy seahorses and
seabed-dwelling wobbegong
sharks under crystal
waters, while schools of
barracuda pass overhead.”
MATT FISHER
Director
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Chile stands alone
Although one of the world’s narrowest
countries, Chile offers a staggering breadth
of landscapes and experiences. Arid desert,
giant glaciers, rich culture – it’s got it all.
Real Holidays’ Sophie shares her highlights.

STARRY E YE D IN
THE ATAC AMA
We’re flying so close to the
mountains that it feels as if
we’re skimming the peaks. From
my window seat high above
Chile’s Atacama Desert, I can
easily make out the surreal rock
formations and salt flats below.
It’s a photographer’s dream. We
reach the frontier-like town of San
Pedro de Atacama just in time to
watch sunset over the moon-like
valleys and enigmatic sand dunes.
Not only is it the world’s highest
and driest desert, the Atacama
is also said to have the clearest
night skies on Earth. As I gaze
upwards at the seemingly infinite
stars and countless constellations,
it’s hard not to feel humbled.
Don’t miss the chance to see the
El Tatio geysers erupt at dawn.
Watching as colossal natural
steam columns rise from bubbling
geothermal pools is well worth
the 5am wake up call.

VIVA PATAG ONIA

SIZ Z LING SANTIAG O

I wasn’t sure if the Atacama could
be beaten, but on arriving in
Torres del Paine National Park and
looking out over the windswept
steppes and soaring peaks I
realised I was very much mistaken.

As I stand at the top of San
Cristobal Hill in Santiago, the
snow-capped mountains of
the Andes provide a stunning
backdrop to this cosmopolitan
capital’s barrios, museums and
street markets.

Right at Chile’s southern tip,
this vast expanse is Patagonia’s
crown jewel. From my hotel
lobby I can see the park’s famed
trio of towering granite pillars
beyond the glacial waters of
Lake Sarmiento. I’m eager
to get out and explore.
There are excursions for everyone.
A hardcore eight-hour hike will
take you to see bright blue
icebergs which have drifted
away from the impressive Grey
Glacier. Gentle walks, mountain
biking, kayaking and horseriding are also on the menu.
You could spend weeks here.

The city’s heart is the historic
Plaza de Armas, where I spend
an afternoon exploring its
impressive presidential palace
and Metropolitan Cathedral. For
a taste of contemporary life, the
bohemian Lastarria district’s hip
restaurants and galleries are the
place to see and be seen.
I sip a final pisco sour while
admiring the twinkling cityscape
from one of Santiago’s rooftop
bars. It’s the last night of my trip,
but I’m already plotting my return.

THE LOWDOWN
“Chile is an adventure
in its own right - perfect
for a two to three-week
standalone holiday.”
SOPHIE GARLAND
Travel Consultant
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Getting there: BA fly direct to
Santiago four times a week. At nearly
15 hours it’s their lengthiest flight.
Ideal for: Latin American landscapes.
Cost: 14 nights from £5,925 per
person, including 8 nights fullyinclusive, all flights and transfers.
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THE WINTER
COLLECTION

These are just a few ideas to get you
started. For further holiday inspiration,
contact our team of specialists.
+44 (0)20 7359 3938

info@realholidays.co.uk

36a Clare Lane, Islington, London N1 3DB

www.realholidays.co.uk

All the flights and flight-inclusive holidays in this publication are financially protected by the ATOL scheme. When
you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL Certificate. Please ask for it and check to ensure that everything you
booked (flights, hotels and other services) is listed on it. Please see our booking conditions for further information or
for more information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate.
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