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2020 signals the start of a brand-new 
decade, and in the last ten years we’ve 
seen a huge shift in the way our clients 
travel. We’ve landed at a place today 
where the desire for experience drives 
many trips abroad, and who we travel 
with is more significant than ever.

So, what will the next 10 years hold?  
In our magazine, we’ve outlined some  
of the hot trends, destinations and hotels 
that are piquing our interest. Whether 
it’s glamping in Namibia, a rail journey 
through the Andes or orangutan-spotting 
in Borneo, there’ll be something to give 
you that pulse-quickening desire to travel.

Personally, I’m looking forward to 
some adventure. Having ticked off a 
successful three-generation holiday 
last year, I’m ready for more – this time 
in a new and thrilling environment.

Where will 2020 take you? Call us to 
start mapping out your travel plans.

 

Matthew Fisher, Director

Call: +44 (0)20 7359 3938  

Email: info@realholidays.co.uk 
Visit: www.realholidays.co.uk
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Hot
Destinations
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We’re putting a spotlight onto destinations  
we think should be explored in 2020. 
Little-known Georgia deserves a closer look for  

its awe-inspiring landscapes while Laos is luring us  
with its promise of rural adventure. The Greek Islands  
are ripe for a revisit and there are many reasons why  

now is a good time to explore Cuba.

Read on for our 2020 recommendations.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)20 7359 3938   
or visit us online: www.realholidays.co.uk4
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Georgia Little-visited with a fledgling 
tourist industry, Georgia is  

a small country that  
makes a surprisingly  

big impression. 

6 7Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)20 7359 3938  or visit us online: www.realholidays.co.uk
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M O N A S T E R I E S  A N D  W I N E
Leaving the city lights behind, there are adventures to  
be had around the mountains and rivers of Georgia.  
But first – wine! Not many people know that Georgia was  
the birthplace of wine and at famed wine estate Tsinandali 
the vines have been cultivated for centuries – and you can 
taste a variety of wines including Saperavi and Rkatsiteli. 

The fertile plains of the central Kartli province reveal 
Uplistsikhe – an ancient rock-hewn town and monastery 
embedded in a network of caves. It has religious 
significance dating as far back as 645 AD, housing Kartlis, 
Arabs and Christian kings along the way and at one point 
20,000 people lived here. Marvel at this archaeological feat 
and soak up the views that stretch for hundreds of miles.

M O U N TA I N  W E L CO M E
The ever-present Caucasus Mountains that run from 
the Caspian Sea to the Black Sea deserve further 
explorations. You can reach them by travelling along 
the Georgian Military Highway - one of the Caucasus’ 
most spectacular journeys, on a road that snakes 
through hilltops reaching a high of 2,000 metres. 

You’ll discover a scenery not unlike the Himalayas,  
and this snow-capped panorama will accompany  
you all the way to Stepantsminda. Here mountain 
adventures await. Hike to picturesque churches that  
are cradled in the grasp of icy mountains or take a  
steep climb to the Chaukhi Massif which will give  
you an awe-inspiring vista of its seven peaks.  

The mountains are the place to experience 
typical Georgian hospitality with an  

opportunity to learn about its cuisine.  
 

A hands-on lunch could see you creating dishes  
that are thousands of years old including khachapuri,  
a rich cheese-filled bread, and khinkali (meat-
filled dumplings). On your way back to Tbilisi, 
stop at the Ananuri Fortress, a turreted fairy-tale 
castle that sits above the jade-hued River Aragvi. 
This arresting sight, alongside many others, will 
stay with you long after you leave Georgia.

Georgia lies at the intersection of Europe and Asia, bordered by Russia,  
Azerbaijan, Turkey and the Black Sea. The gateway is through its capital  
city Tbilisi, layered in history and now buzzing with cool cafes and wine bars. 
From here, discover a land largely untouched by tourism, where caves reveal 
mysterious monasteries and dramatic, forested mountains are topped with  
snowy, mist-swirled peaks.

OLD AND NEW TBILISI

Your introduction to Georgia 
will start in Tbilisi – a gorgeous 
melting pot of history, 
bordered by the River Mtkvari 
and surrounded by craggy 
mountains. Explore the 
atmospheric Old Town where 
Soviet-style buildings sit cheek 
by jowl with Moorish structures 
and 13th century churches. 

A flurry of stylish new hotel 
openings adds another reason to 
visit this charm-laden city and we 
recommend a few days to wander 
Tbilisi’s labyrinth-like streets, 
stopping for bowls of dumplings 
or a glass of Georgian wine. For 
an overview, take a ride on the 
cable car which gives sweeping 
views over Tbilisi including 
Narikala – an ancient fortress that 
dominates the Old Town skyline.

THE LOWDOWN

Getting There: You can fly  
direct to Tbilisi in under 5 hours, 
but we recommend Turkish 
Airlines via Istanbul.

When to go: April to October 
are considered the best months. 
Visit in September and October 
for the wine harvest in areas such 
as Kakheti. 

Getting Around: There are local 
minibuses known as Marshrutkas 
but we recommend a chauffeur-
driven car plus a private guide 
for sightseeing.  

Top Tip: If you are interested in 
food then you will appreciate the 
tasting menu at Culinarium, a 
Tbilisi restaurant run by Tekuna, 
Georgia’s most well-known chef. 
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Landlocked Laos is a natural  
bedfellow of Thailand, Cambodia  
and Vietnam as part of a South East  
Asian tour but we feel that Laos is very  
much a destination in its own right.
The pervading air of Buddhism 
gives this country a tranquillity 
mirrored in its welcoming 
people, and its towns are an 
atmospheric mix of colonial 
architecture and temples.

Laos’ countryside offers  
slow-paced exploration  
in areas little-visited by 
tourists where immersive  
and culturally rich  
experiences await.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)20 7359 3938   
or visit us online: www.realholidays.co.uk

H
O

T D
E

STIN
A

TIO
N

S



Enchanting Luang Prabang will 
always be a great draw but we 
recommend looking beyond 
this to the lesser-seen spots of 
Northern Laos. Discover stunning 
scenery from cascading waterfalls 
to fascinating hill tribes and 
bright-green paddy fields plus of 
course, the mighty Mekong River.

LUA NG PR A BA NG

Enjoy the pleasures of Luang Prabang, a colourful 
and thriving town that sits on the banks of the 
swirling Mekong. Stroll around visiting temples 
like Wat Xieng Thong to admire its carved wooden 
doors and distinctive sloped roofs. There are many 
riverside restaurants to enjoy the unique French-
Laotian cuisine including fresh spring rolls, rice 
cakes and a rich beef stew. Here is a great place to 
enrol on a cookery course – you might even find 
yourself cooking with river weed from the Mekong! 

A must is to rise at dawn to witness the monks’ 
alms, a procession of tangerine-robed monks 
who collect rice from locals in exchange for good 
karma. In the evening, Luang Prabang comes alive 
with the night market filled with colourful weavings 
from local tribes and excellent street food.

C AV E S A N D WAT ER FA L LS

Within the rural regions outside of Luang  
Prabang, you’ll find some bucolic sights to enjoy.  
The countryside is characterised by the bright green 
hues of paddy fields. Get up close to the rice-producing 
plants to learn about Laos’ staple food including the 
indispensable use of the water buffalo. The impressive 
Kuang Si Falls gushes through the jungle to fan out 
over boulders into natural turquoise pools. This is a 
lovely, tranquil spot for a refreshing swim and picnic. 

 
At the Pak Ou caves, discover caverns  
within the limestone cliffs stuffed with 
numerous-sized buddhas which look  
out onto the Nam Ou River.

H I L L T R I BE S A N D M UA NG L A

Spend time in remote and picturesque 
Muang La, approximately five hours 
north of Luang Prabang. At a peaceful 
eco lodge, soak up views of the Nam 
La River and a glorious patchwork of 
green rice fields and palm trees. Here 
you can head out on foot or bike to 
discover small villages built into the 
terraces of the hillside. Learn about 
local traditions including how houses 
are constructed and why wise elders 
are respected. Experience Laotian 
customs with a family-hosted lunch 
accompanied by homemade rice 
wine, cross a river by bamboo raft and 
see how intricate weaving creates silk 
sarongs. You should also take time to 
relax in the rejuvenating environment. 
The lodge offers massages and 
there’s a nearby hot spring.

R I V ER JAU N TS

For something different, travel  
back to Luang Prabang by boat  
on the River Nam Ou, one of the 
most beautiful river journeys in 
South East Asia. Peacefully drift 
downstream, surrounded by 
magnificent limestone cliffs with 
small villages nestled at their base. 
You’ll see local villages laden with 
bamboo and at times the view will 
stretch out across the river to nearby 
mountains. Stop for a secluded 
picnic on a riverside beach and 
revel in your rural location, miles 
from any other tourists. Come 
home filled with reflections of a 
Laos that few people experience.

1312
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THE LOWDOWN 

Getting There: There are no 
direct flights from the UK.  
The quickest connection is via 
Bangkok taking around 15 hours. 

When to go: Laos has a 
monsoon climate featuring a dry 
and a wet season. The dry season 
lasts from November to May. 

Getting Around: Real Holidays 
will arrange a private driver and 
guide, and your itinerary may  
also involve the odd boat!

Top Tip: Laos is an excellent 
choice for families. Activities  
such as hiking, kayaking and 
jungle explorations will appeal  
to enthusiastic teens. 

Combine with: Extend your 
journey through Laos with a 
visit to the laid-back south, 
visiting the coffee plantations 
and waterfalls of the Bolavean 
Plateau, and the 4000 Islands. 
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Traditionally a Real Holidays favourite,  
Cuba exploded with US tourism five years ago.
However, with new restrictions on American 
travel to Cuba, now is an excellent opportunity  
to experience this colourful destination.
And with the steady rise of small stylish places to 
stay, you can catch Cuba on the cusp of change.

14 15
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HERITAGE IN HAVANA AND TRINIDAD

Havana will be 500 years old in 2020  
and to many the city still embodies a  
faded glamour but there are signs that  
the capital city is waking up to innovation. 
At first glance though, you’ll be captivated 
by the pastel-hued houses and the 
classic cars that double up as taxis, and 
Old Havana with its maze-like cobbled 
streets that open out on grand squares 
and crumbling palaces. Bordering 
the city is El Bosque, flourishing with 
300-year-old bayan and carob trees, and 
a place for walks, biking and picnics. 

Interesting and characterful places to 
stay are popping up throughout the city, 
heralding a new era of hospitality for Cuba.

In central Cuba, UNESCO World Heritage 
city Trinidad has culture in spades and a 
well-preserved architecture that will have 
you mooning over its pretty pink, yellow 
and blue houses and winding cobbled 
lanes. Take a horse and cart ride or sit back 
in a café and listen to the ever-present 
music on the breeze. Climb the bell tower 
to admire the red-roofed city and the 
forest-clad mountains in the distance.

BEACHES AND NATIONAL PARKS

One of the great things about Cuba is its opportunity 
not just for enthralling culture but a chance to soak 
up gloriously relaxed vibes on its stunning beaches. 
In fact, there’s pretty much a beach for anything you 
want from snorkelling to seafood restaurants, to those 
looking for a party vibe where drinking a fresh coconut 
topped up with rum is very much encouraged. 

To get out into Cuba’s nature visit  
a national park – there are ten to  
explore which offer hikes through 
tropical forests, swims in waterfalls  
and caves flitting with bats. 
For something that combines both beach and wildlife 
head to Jardines de la Reina, a marine reserve and 
Cuba’s second largest archipelago which is becoming 
known for its excellent diving. 
 

M U S I C  A N D  C I G A R S
Wherever you go in Cuba, music will accompany you 
from roof-down cars, open windows and hidden bars. 
Salsa forms the backbone of many a melody, often 
with spontaneous Spanish singing. Evenings see cities 
like Havana and Trinidad come to life with live bands, 
atmospheric jazz singers and two-stepping dancers 
performing an impromptu Cuban rumba, best enjoyed  
in a smoky bar with a Mojito nearby. 

And talking of smoke, the cigar plays an important 
part of Cuban culture. Tobacco is a one of Cuba’s 
main exports and prized cigars can be bought from 
thermidors on every street corner. For a more in-depth 
look at this cultural pastime head to Vinales, a rural 
heartland in west Cuba where wild orchids blossom 
and the lofty Sierra de los Organos mountains 
preside. Visit a tobacco farm, learn how to roll a cigar 
from dried leaves and take it home, a sweet-smelling 
reminder of your Cuban adventure. 

Buzzing with both 
Caribbean and 
Latin influences, 
Cuba is full of 
character and 
charm from the 
crumbling colonial 
streets humming 
with salsa to 
the white-sand 
beaches lapped by 
turquoise waters.

16

THE LOWDOWN 

Getting There: Direct flights depart from Gatwick  
twice a week with Virgin taking 10.5 hours.

When to go: The best weather is between December 
and April, which is peak season. August to October is 
hurricane season and best avoided.

Getting Around: We recommend a chauffeur  
driven car plus a private guide for sightseeing,  
or adventurous visitors can self-drive.

Top Tip: Take a dance or music lesson, whether salsa, 
rumba or drumming, it’s a fun way to tap in to the 
rhythm of Cuba.

17Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)20 7359 3938  or visit us online: www.realholidays.co.uk
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We love a holiday that starts at a bustling port,  
and there’s something rather special about heading  
to an island that is only accessible by sea. 
The Cyclades offer just this, and the lack of direct flights mean the islands 
retain their sleepy, authentic feel with little of the price-elevating that 
occurs on flashier neighbours Santorini or Mykonos. It’s possible to hop 
from one island to another giving you a peaceful passage around the  
lesser-seen Cyclades, where charming hotels await, rural life remains 
unchanged for centuries and dazzling beaches are devoid of tourists. 
Here are four of our favourite Cyclades Islands.

T H E  G R E E K 
C y c l a d e s 

Folegandros 
 
Folegandros is the island  
to embrace slow-lane living. 
Beautifully unspoilt, the island 
is tiny - just 8 miles long, 
with a couple of hundred 
inhabitants who you’ll share 
the island with, alongside 
rambling, bell-chiming goats. 

One of the loveliest aspects 
of Folegandros is its 
incredible clifftop views, 
which rival Santorini – just 
without the cruise ships and 
camera-wielding tourists. 
Enjoy a peaceful view of 
this stunning scene, before 
everyone catches on!

18 19
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Paros
 
White-washed villages, blue-domed churches and 
pine-fringed coves welcome you to pretty Paros.  
One of the larger Cyclades Islands, Paros is the place 
to come for (relative) activity: water sports by day and 
authentic nightlife in the warm, drawn-out evenings. 

The beaches here are sandy coves and you’ll see  
kite-surfers dotting the azure water. After a hard day  
on the beach, head to Venetian village Naoussa in the 
north for its quayside tavernas serving grilled octopus.  
For a day trip visit Paros’ little sister, Anti-Paros to  
find peace among ancient oak trees.

Milos
 
Spend time on Milos enjoying  
the sensory pleasures of life on  
an island where every moment  
is greeted with jade-greens, 
aquamarine blues and  
pearly whites. 

Despite Milos being the place of 
discovery of the Venus de Milo  
statue, it retains a sleepy feel and  
its sensational beaches are the main  
lure. And with an astonishing 70 
beaches, you can wander from the  
wild and remote to sandy inlets  
backed by tavernas.

Sifnos
 
A sprinkling of white-washed villages  
are where authentic tavernas, bakeries  
and coffee shops show off Sifnos’  
increasingly foodie inclinations. 

Sifnos is blissfully quiet and the place for rustic 
Greek food – such as chickpea soup cooked in  
a Sifniot clay pot - heralding a time when ancients 
thought all good food had to be cooked in a 
terracotta vessel. Many believed this island  
to be the birthplace of gastronomy and this  
can certainly be seen today in the  
smattering of upmarket restaurants  
serving innovative cuisine.

THE LOWDOWN 

Getting There: Access to these islands is via  
ferry from Mykonos, Santorini or Athens. 

When to go: May through to October, walkers  
would appreciate early or late season to avoid  
the summer heat. 

Getting around: Greek ferries are very frequent  
and Real Holidays can arrange the tickets in  
advance. Car hire on the islands is inexpensive. 

Top Tip: Try the revithada while on Paros, made  
with locally grown chickpeas braised in a traditional 
wood oven. While on Folegrandros, walk up the 
winding path to Panagia Church which is perched  
on a hill above Hora to enjoy the sunset.

20 21
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We’re never going to stop exploring but how we travel  
the world is influenced by a myriad of factors. 

This year we’re swayed by the idea of conscious travel where we can be much 
more mindful of the world around us. That could be sleeping sustainably 

under canvas in a remote wilderness, on a slow-travel train journey or 
on an outdoorsy mini-adventure that allows us time in nature.

HOT
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S U R F ’ S  U P
You And The Sea, Portugal 
It’s easy to dismiss surfing as an activity reserved 
solely for slick surf dudes but it’s simpler than you 
think to dip in and out, without devoting a whole 
holiday to it. Introducing charming fishing village 
Ericeira in Portugal, a World Surfing Reserve  
with waves to suit everyone. 

We recommend taking a self-catering apartment. 
You And The Sea has one- to four-bedroom 
apartments to choose from. Pared-back with 
wooden floors and a stylish colour scheme taking 
accents from the sea, you’ll have a comfortable 
base from which to head out on surf lessons or 
simply hire a board and take your pick of the  
world-class waves. When you’re not surfing  
barrels, you can wander around the pretty, 
whitewashed town, sampling its seafood delights 
with a cold beer. A trip to Ericeira can be easily 
combined with Lisbon, only an hour away, where  
you can explore cobbled streets, and experience  
its dynamic foodie scene. 

H I T  T H E  H U T
Rifugio Lagazuoi, Dolomites
The UNESCO-protected Dolomites are an alpine 
paradise come winter or summer. Many flock here 
for the soul-soothing qualities of crisp mountain air 
and mist-swirled peaks amid height-of-luxury spa 
hotels. However, our suggested mini-expedition 
could allow you an extraordinary mountaintop 
experience, far from other people. 

With a guide you will take a two-day hike along 
the lesser-known paths of the Dolomites with a 
privileged opportunity to stay the night in a remote 
mountain rifugio. This secluded location means 
watching a dramatic dawn or sunset over the 
jagged pinnacles of your 360-degree panorama. 
You’ll also receive warm hospitality at your 
traditional hut, with bags of local charm. Delicious 
rustic Italian fare is on offer accompanied by 
smooth wines. You can even take a mountain sauna, 
one of Europe’s highest, to ease the day’s muscle 
tension. This is isolation in absolute bliss. 

M I C R O

We all crave to do something that 
will stop us in our tracks, but with 
our busy, ultra-connected lives,  
it’s hard to find time to commit. 
So we’ve devised a way to inject easily-
achievable adventure into your holidays.  
We won’t ask you to climb Mount Everest  
but our selection of micro-adventures  
could give you the re-set you need. 
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M A R I N E  PA R A D I S E
Espiritu Santo Island,  
Baja, Mexico
The island of Espiritu Santo, on the Mexican Baja 
California is an ideal stop on a west coast tour of 
Mexico, with the addition of thrilling snorkelling 
and diving opportunities. If you’re a fan of 
camping too, this will seem like nirvana. Just ten 
tents are set out on the silky soft sand, lapped by 
astonishingly clear, turquoise waters. Behind you 
rise the smooth, barren peaks of Espiritu Santo 
punctuated by spiky cacti.

But it’s under the sea’s surface where the real wow-
factor occurs. By boat visit a variety of different sites 
to dive around manta rays, hammerhead sharks and 
whale sharks amid an underwater wonderland filled 
with a plethora of neon-hued fish. Swim alongside 
a playful pack of sea lions as they head out to sea. 
Come back ashore to your beach side tents where 
icy margaritas and a fish supper awaits.

WAT ER  W O R L D
Edgewater Beach Hotel, 
Naples, USA
Naples is the perfect stop as part of a Florida road 
trip and the Edgewater Beach Hotel, surrounded 
by swaying palms and edged by snow-white sands, 
is the ideal place to while away a few, relaxed days.

But if you’re looking for something a little more, 
there’s opportunity for intrepid adventure in 
the Everglades National Park, 1.5 million acres 
of tropical and subtropical habitat, and one of 
the world’s most diverse ecosystems. Explore 
this vast watery wilderness by kayak and glide 
through mangrove tunnels, grass prairies, and 
swampland spotting alligators, osprey, otter, 
bald eagles, even manatee. It’s a calm and 
tranquil experience best done early in the 
morning or around sunset. If you’re hankering 
to see more of the Everglades, walk along the 
Anhinga Trail boardwalk through wetlands to 
give you a high chance of spotting alligators. 

S PEE D  C YC L I N G
Finca Serena, Mallorca
Mallorca, an island favoured by holidaymakers 
for time immemorial for its honeyed Medieval 
towns, cerulean blue waters and sandy beaches, 
comes to life in summer. However, staying at 
Finca Serena means being closer to the rural 
heartland of Mallorca, lesser visited by tourists. 
Surrounded by 40-acres of orchards and 
vineyards the hotel is a gateway to experiences 
around the rocky hills, small villages and 
crumbling ruins of the Mallorcan countryside.

We recommend taking this all in by e-bike – go 
further on a pedal-assisted bike on a mini-adventure 
to discover local markets, pre-historic sites and 
a stunning landscape dotted with windmills and 
wildflowers. On your return, find a shady spot under 
an olive tree, take a dip in the pool, refresh yourself 
with a locally produced gin and await dinner on the 
terrace strewn with fairy lights. 

YO G I C  B L I S S
Golden Buddha, Thailand
Where better to immerse yourself in daily yoga 
practice than on a remote Thai island that tourism 
forgot? At Golden Buddha Beach Resort, located 
on Koh Phra Thong near Khao Lak, there are no 
cars, just sandy tracks to take you to one of two 
tropical beaches, to your stilted wooden Thai 
house or the breezy two-tiered restaurant.

Days here follow a laid-back routine. When dawn 
slivers through the coconut trees it’s time to pad 
down barefoot to the beachside sala for dynamic 
Hatha-based yoga. Plunge into the Andaman 
Sea afterwards before breakfast of fresh tropical 
fruits and coconut water. Spend your day spotting 
hornbill and treefrogs or paddle boarding around 
turtles. Early evening yoga focuses on gentle 
breathing and meditation, after which you’ll float 
home surrounded by the squawks of nature and  
the swish of waves.
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For us, glamping combines the best of both worlds.  
You get the chance to occupy a space far from habitation,  

often in some of the wildest and most sensational places on earth.
Yet there’s no need to scrimp on comfort - these tented living spaces come 

with mod-cons and proper beds. What’s more, glamping experiences are 
often an eco-friendlier option, where respect for the environment  

occurs naturally within the beautiful spaces they inhabit. 

Glamping

28 Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)20 7359 3938  or visit us online: www.realholidays.co.uk 29

Sonop, Namibia

At first glance, the ten camel-
coloured tents camouflaged 
around a stack of boulders are  
an understated sight. But cross  
the mirage-shimmering 
NamibRand Desert and discover  
a back-in-time encampment 
that has more than a nod to the 
Roaring Twenties with four-poster 
beds, leather trunks, vintage  
rugs and antiques. 

However, the camp is bang  
up-to-date with a smart infinity 
pool, spa and fitness centre and  
an impressive attitude towards 

conservation with solar  
energy, water management  
and sustainable dining. 

As you explore this desolate  
land, you’ll understand the  
need for it to be protected.  
Its stark beauty is startling and 
on scenic drives you’ll spot 
desert-adapted elephants at 
the waterhole, and discover 
bushman caves on horse rides. 
Rise at dawn to see the sun turn 
sand dunes blazing orange and 
marvel at the sound of silence. 
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Eco Camp, Patagonia
Wild and windswept Torres del Paine 
is an astonishingly arresting mountain 
vista where jagged shark-toothed 
peaks rise above turquoise lakes, and 
ice fields clash against gushing rivers. 

Within an area known as ‘the end of 
the earth’ is the world’s first dome 
hotel, modelled on ancient shelters  
of the region’s Kaweskar people.  
The geodesic domes run on solar  
and come with proper beds, log 
burners, private terraces and star-
gazing ceiling windows.

Even more inspiring is the view  
from the domes of the granite 
‘towers’ that beckon you to come 
closer. Due to Eco Camp’s location 
in the midst of it all, it’s easy to head 
out hiking, sea kayaking in the fjords 
or puma-spotting. After a day in the 
wilds of nature come back to the  
cosy dinner dome for pisco sours  
and a hearty three-course meal. 
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Within an area known as 
‘the end of the earth’ is the 

world’s first dome hotel, 
modelled on ancient 

shelters of the region’s 
Kaweskar people.

Treebones, California 
For road-weary travellers driving Highway 1 from 
Los Angeles to San Francisco, Treebones campsite 
makes an ideal stopping place to soak up all-natural 
vibes. Sandwiched between Big Sur’s rugged 
coastline and a redwood forest are ten acres of 
land which encompasses 16 luxury yurts, a heated 
pool and a hot tub that overlooks the ocean.

Once you’re settled in your comfortable yurt, 
explore the area with a choice of land or sea. Shady 
forest pathways take you to misty waterfalls or you 
can kayak on the ocean to spot sea otters, sea lions, 
whales and dolphins. End your day with sea-facing 
yoga and a hot tub then head to the on-site sushi 
bar or dine at the restaurant which uses ingredients 
from the organic garden. Hitting the road again 
could be harder than you think. 

Raas Chhatra Sagar, Rajasthan 
This newly renovated tented camp in Rajasthan  
creates a delightfully rural stop on a typically  
jam-packed itinerary between Jaipur and Udaipur.  
With ten tents overlooking a tranquil dam filled  
with aquatic life, you can slow the pace right down.

The expansive tents have huge beds, walk-in showers  
and shaded verandas with views that stretch over the  
dam to the Aravalli Hills. Sit back and revel in the peace,  
or enjoy the guided morning walk around the lake while 
local villages will show you traditional way of life. Cuisine 
is a high point here, home-cooked using centuries-old 
traditions, and possibly the most authentic food you’ll  
eat in India. The staff are a smiley bunch and even  
better, they all hail from local communities. 
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Sure, it’s quicker to fly, but  
travelling across a country or 

continent by rail can throw out 
amazing scenery that changes 
by the hour, giving you a real 

feel for the landscapes. 
And all you have to do is sit back 
and let the world pass by. Arrive 
at your destination replenished 

and ready to explore. Rail
Slow Travelby

We’ve come to associate a high 
quality of experience with Belmond 
and the Andean Explorer is no 
exception. On this smooth journey, 
you’ll travel from Arequipa to 
Cusco with two nights aboard 
South America’s first luxury sleeper, 
stopping for excursions during the 
day. The train carves its way through 
Peru’s natural wonders, across epic 
plains that reach to distant snow-
capped Andes, before winding  
itself around Lake Titicaca and on  
to Cusco, the ancient capital  
of the Inca Empire.

However rugged the Andean outdoors 
may be, life aboard the Belmond 
Explorer is comfort personified. 
Cabins come furnished in rich artisanal 
fabrics, with writing desks and ensuite 
bathrooms. Communal carriages 

encourage socialising, and the lounge 
car is the scene of convivial cocktails 
as well as vista-gazing, accompanied 
by the tinkle of a live pianist. You’ll 
even find a dedicated ‘spa car’ on 
board. In the evening, the muted-hues 
and deep red leather of the dining 
carriage beckons where you’ll sample 
sophisticated Peruvian cuisine.

By day, the train stops for 
explorations and guided tours in 
the Andean countryside giving 
you a much richer understanding 
of the terrain. There are visits to 
fascinating Incan archaeological sites, 
boat rides to the floating islands of 
Lake Titicaca, and a trip to a cave 
decorated in rock art that’s 8,000 
years old. Arrive in Cusco refreshed 
and ready for the next chapter of 
your Peruvian story: Machu Picchu.

B E L M O N D  A N D E A N  E X P LO R E R

Arequipa to Cusco, Peru
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The train will carve 
its way through Peru’s 

natural wonders.
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Here is a chance to cross the American 
continent entirely by rail from Chicago  
to San Francisco on the celebrated 
California Zephyr Amtrak train. 

Fifty-one hours of travel will see you 
climb up through the Rockies and the 
snow-capped Sierra Nevada, cross 
the plains of Nebraska, alongside the 
Colorado River and pass the deserts of 
Utah. On this journey of extraordinary 
extremes, you’ll see changing landscapes 
unfold before your eyes from the comfort 
of your cabin, giving you an unparalleled 
overview of America. 

This is not a particularly luxurious train 
but it’s comfortable. Sleeping cabins are 
assembled from chairs to bunks for night-
time and have compact bathrooms. 

The dining car provides appetising  
meals three times a day. During the  
day though, you’ll be glued to the 
window in one of four light-filled 
observatory cars, as 2,438 miles of 
American countryside drift past. 
Highlights are the fast-flowing Colorado 
River that runs alongside the train,  
the arid Utah desert framed by distant 
pinnacles, draped in gold from the 
setting sun, and the mirror-like, fir-lined 
lakes of the Sierra Nevada. If you want  
to have a closer look, we can arrange  
for breaks in your journey. Alight at 
Salt Lake City for hiking in the Wasatch 
Mountains and Reno to see Lake Tahoe.

As you roll into the San Francisco Bay  
Area, usually bang on time, the sea  
comes into view and your epic journey 
across America is complete.

This majestic and far-flung rail 
trip could be your most intrepid 
yet. Starting in the Red Square of 
Moscow the train journeys to the 
Great Wall of China, taking in Siberia, 
Mongolia and the Gobi Desert 
before arriving in the magnificent 
city of Beijing. Although the trip 
takes a week, we recommend taking 
two weeks, so we can arrange stops 
along the way including national 
parks, visits to nomadic families 
and Mongolian folk performances. 

The Trans-Mongolian Railway is the 
real thing - meaning it’s not a train 
created purely for tourists, in fact 
most passengers are locals that 
use the railway to get around for 
work or pleasure. That’s not to say 
it isn’t comfortable though - the 
two-berth deluxe soft sleepers are 
roomy with upper and lower berths, 

an armchair, a table and a shared 
bathroom. In the dining car you will 
have plenty of time to get to grips 
with regional specialities such as 
borsht soup or mutton and rice.

When you’re not watching the 
thrilling scenery fly by, disembark 
for day trips. Visit the small Siberian 
village of Listvyanka, scenically 
perched on the shores of the 
great Lake Baikal and home to 
the Taltsy Ethnographic Museum. 
A guided tour of Ulaanbaatar is 
recommended, before a stay in the 
beautiful Terelj National Park. Here 
you will meet a nomadic family to 
learn about their lifestyle, sample 
local produce and help put up 
a traditional ger (tent). Back on 
board, prepare for your arrival to 
Beijing and your first glimpse of 
the ancient Great Wall of China.

TR AN S - MO N G O LIAN R AI LWAY
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Moscow Beijingto
Disembark for trips in 

nature including meeting 
a nomadic family where 

you’ll help herd cattle, 
cook Mongolian fare and 
sleep in a traditional tent.

Chicago  to  San  Francisco,  USA
C A L I F O R N I A  Z E P H Y R  A M T R A K

During the day you’ll 
be glued to the window 

in one of four light-
filled observatory 

cars, as 2,438 miles of 
American countryside 

drift past.
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HOTTrips
Where will you holiday next year? 

Now is the time to start thinking about how your precious time off will 
shape up. We’re firm believers in taking trips that are immersive and 

full of experience. So, we’ve put together some inspirational ideas that 
will show you new and interesting sides to the globe. Whether you 
fancy a road trip across Italy, an exploration of Indonesia by boat or 

discovering the real Japan, you’ll find all you need to know right here. 
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C O A S T  T O  C O A S T
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Italyin

You will discover its two coastlines, 
spend time at lesser-seen hilltop 

towns and enjoy locally produced 
food and wine. We’ve sought out  
off-the-radar family-run places to 

stay where owners go the extra 
mile to show you the best of Italy.

The Real Holidays team 
have been exploring an 
Italy less travelled to 
bring you this brilliant 
road trip which starts 

in Bologna and 
finishes in Tuscany. 
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We think the region of  
Le Marche, that stretches  
for 100 miles alongside  
the Adriatic Sea is often 
unfairly overlooked. 

Yet it has rolling hills topped 
with picturesque towns that  
rival any Umbrian 
counterpart, plus a coastline 
littered with sandy coves 
backed by arresting 
limestone cliffs. Even more 
appealing is the lack of 
tourists, you’re unlikely to 
hear British spoken. 

Art aficionados can have 
their fill in hidden-away 
Urbino which packs a punch 
with its Renaissance art. 

The National Gallery 
features paintings by 
masters Titian and Raphael, 
who was born in Urbino in 
1483. Laid-back Senigallia 
is a seaside town where 
you can find great value, 
freshly caught seafood. 
We recommend staying in 
one of our new discoveries: 
Castello di Monterado. 
This hilltop castle retreat, 
once owned by a relative 
of Napoleon, is grand but 
extremely comfortable and 
current owners Orlando 
and Kira are wonderful, 
warm hosts happy to share 
their ancestral home.

L E  M A R C H EE M I L I A - R O M A G N A

N O R T H  U M B R I A

S O U T H  U M B R I A
Southern Umbria is all about the fairy-tale towns 
of Todi and Orvieto, the former is the kind of 
jaw-slackeningly beautiful place that will have 
you daydreaming about relocation in seconds.

 Orvieto has a golden-hued Gothic cathedral 
and a crisp white wine that you drink in 
atmospheric enotecas alongside cheese 
and meat platters. For more wine quaffing, 
stay at winery Locanda Palazzone – which 
has very stylish suites and excellent fine 
dining, perfect after a day’s sightseeing.

Many aren’t well acquainted 
with the Emilia-Romagna 
region known by Italians 
for its medieval cities 
and seaside resorts. 

But this area is also 
considered to be Italy’s 
culinary heartland, with 
capital Bologna a veritable 
foodie city and the 
birthplace of ragu, lasagne 
and tortellini. Beyond the 
restaurants are architectural 
highlights including the 
striking medieval towers of 
La Due Torri and Basilica 
di San Petronio which 
dominates Piazza Maggiore. 

Make smart and centrally 
located Al Capello Rosso 
your base for further 
explorations around  
Emilia-Romagna. Easy 
day trips can take you 
to Ravenna to visit the 
beautiful Byzantine  
frescos that adorn the 
interior of many of the 
honeyed 6th century 
buildings. Epicureans  
may like to visit other 
foodie centres in the 
region such as Modena  
for its famed balsamic 
vinegar, and to sample 
prosciutto and 
parmigiana in Parma.

This is classic Italy at its very 
best. Here’s the place to 
soak up those hilltop towns 
whose names roll off your 
tongue as smoothly as the 
red wine you’ll be drinking. 

In the north of Umbria,  
be entranced by medieval 
town Gubbio located on 
the foothills of Mount 
Ingino where an open-air 
lift whisks daring travellers 
up the slopes for heart-
quickening views. Assisi 
lures visitors to the Basilica 
di San Francesco where 
you can learn all about 
famed Saint Francis. 

Umbria’s charming capital 
is Perugia, a university 
town with a thriving 
culinary scene, where 
summer sees the annual  
jazz festival filling the historic 
squares with melodic notes. 
For an antidote to Umbria’s 
enveloping culture, spend 
time at Lake Trasimeno 
- swim, cycle and hike 
around the shimmering 
waters. Stay at Locanda del 
Gallo, another recent Real 
Holidays’ find, which has a 
calm, do-as-you-please vibe 
and tempting honesty bar. 

I T A L Y

A D R I A T I C  S E A

T Y R R H E N I A N  S E A

Pisa

Florence

Modena

Parma

Urbino

Gubbio
San Vincenzo

Assisi

Perugia

Orvieto

Todi

Bologna

T U S C A N Y
Your trip comes to an end in Tuscany, but 
you can decide how long you’d like on the 
beach at the end of your driving holiday. 

You won’t be joining the masses at a crammed 
beach club though. Our recommendation 
is located near a quiet sandy cove of the 
Tuscan coastline. Relais Poggio Ai Santi is 
a rural den of tranquillity with home-grown 
produce forming the base of delicious 
meals, where views stretch to Elba and 
relaxation is the only order of the day. 

France

Slovenia

Croatia

Bosnia &  
Herzegovina

Italy

Senigallia
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THE LOWDOWN 

• This self-guided fly-drive trip offers you  
 the independence to enjoy the freedom  
 of the open road.

• You’ll have detailed maps and routes  
 of your journey, and we will plan your  
 itinerary with stays in small properties  
 whose owners are passionate about   
 showcasing their region.

• We have over 20 years of planning our  
 famous fly-drives, and our first-hand   
 experience allows us to take you to   
 some lesser known spots. 
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O R A N G U TA N S  A N D  D R A G O N S

Indonesiain

On this adventurous 12-day boat trip you’ll sail around  
lost-in-time tropics - home to orangutans, proboscis 

monkeys, tropical birds, Komodo dragons and manta rays. 
On the first part of your expedition, drift down lesser-visited Indonesian 
Borneo’s meandering rivers, and after two nights in Bali, sail through the 

paradise islands towards East Nusa Tenggara. Travelling on smaller vessels 
means seeing an extraordinary range of wildlife with the chance to come 
face-to-face with indigenous tribes, while being digitally and physically 

disconnected from life as you know it.
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Denpasar

Labuan  
Bajo

Rinca Island

Gili  
Islands Bungin  

Island

Moyo 
Island

Satonda

Komodo  
   Island

Rungan River

Amed

Kenawa  
Island

K A L I M A N T A N 
( I N D O N E S I A N 
B O R N E O )

B O R N E O  B Y  R I V E R

Board your air-conditioned river boat to start your 
expedition of Kalimantan’s riverways. Your expedition will 
go where there are very few visitors - down the remote 
Rungan River, drifting past stilted houses and floating 
villages peeking out from the foliage-clad banks. 

By day, enjoy the pristine rainforest landscapes and at dusk head 
out canoeing on black water lakes to spot monkeys, red langurs and 
hornbills. At the Borneo Orangutan Survival Foundation, see the 
‘man of the forest’ - the orangutan - in its natural habitat. Take a look 
inside a traditional Dayak spirit house with the permission of a village 
elder and receive a welcoming ceremony before watching a rubber 
tapping demonstration. Afterwards enjoy traditional spiced coffee 
with a chance to share stories with the indigenous Dayak people. 

B A L M Y  B A L I

Experience Balinese bliss at a beachside resort,  
where you can stroll on the sands and saunter  
through the colourful neighbourhood. 

Take a day trip to visit Karangasem, an exotic royal 
Balinese kingdom of forests, mighty mountains, emerald 
rice terraces and mystical water palaces. Stop at Tenganan 
Village, a fascinating community that still holds to the 
ancient ‘Bali Aga’ culture with its time-honoured traditions 
wrapped around unique architecture. Finally, enjoy iconic 
panoramas over sculptured rice terraces and fertile plains 
that extend all the way to the coast. 

E N T E R  T H E  D R A G O N

For the second part of your journey, board a traditional teak pinisi 
boat for a sea cruise from Bali to Komodo stopping at remote 
beaches, quiet coastal villages, waterfalls and volcanic lakes. 

On this leg there’s plenty of opportunity for kayaking,  
paddle-boarding and swimming in the turquoise waters of the 
Lombok Strait and you will also discover the intriguing Bajau  
‘Sea Gypsies’, who reside in stilt houses above the water and live 
entirely off the sea. On the island of Moyo, swing on ropes above 
waterfalls, and Satonda Island is the scene of the mystical volcanic 
island with a sunken crater lake in its heart. Next, come up close  
to the legendary Komodo dragons. By using a route less known,  
you’ll go ashore to seek the dragons, and within this arid landscape, 
admire the prehistoric-looking creatures. On your last night, head 
ashore for a beach BBQ and a customary bonfire to celebrate  
the end of your lost-in-nature boat exploration. 
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Philippines

Indonesia

Malaysia

Cambodia

Thailand
Vietnam

THE LOWDOWN 

• On your sea trek, the beautiful  
 pinisi ship comes with modern  
 comforts and on-the-water   
 equipment including  
 kayaks, paddle boards  
 and snorkelling gear. 

• You’ll also benefit from very fresh  
 food as ingredients and seafood  
 are picked up from local villages  
 on your way. 

• It’s also worth noting that there’s  
 no WIFI on board – this trip is all  
 about switching off. 

• If you are a larger group,  
 speak to us about exclusively  
 chartering a sea trek.
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A  S O U T H E R N  S R I  L A N K A N

Family
Adventure

Sri Lanka has always been a country close to our 
hearts, and now more than ever we should support 
this alluring island, full of kind-hearted people. 

We’ve also discovered some new and exciting ways  
of immersing yourself in Sri Lankan culture, 
landscapes and wildlife. These experiences are  
perfect for adventurous families. 
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W I LD LI FE  WO N D E R S 
Ideally located between Yala and Udawalawe, two of Sri Lanka’s best 
national parks for spotting wildlife, sits an eco-lodge with an inventive 
Naturalist’s Programme designed to capture younger visitors’ 
attention. You and your family will have the chance for some on-
location learning about conservation, sustainable tourism practices 
and tracking wild animals. You’ll also experience a jeep safari, getting 
up close to elephants or even leopard. At this immersive eco resort 
you can also take part in cultural activities such as palmyrah leaf 
weaving, freshwater fishing and a village cycling tour.

LIV E  W ITH  A  LO CA L
Sri Lanka is one of the friendliest nations on earth and rightly proud  
of their cultural heritage. For a privileged encounter, stay with a  
Sri Lankan family in their home. A homestay gives you a completely 
different experience to a hotel and will allow for interaction on both 
sides. Even just walking around a village with your host will mean an 
introduction to inhabitants and their customs, including learning the 
secret to mouth-watering Sri Lankan curries. One of our favourite 
homestay’s is located near Kandy, and here you’ll visit the revered and 
holy incense-swirled Temple of the Tooth for prayers with your new family. 
You may even be invited to join cultural activities such as mask painting, 
which form a significant part of folk storytelling and devil dancing.

R IV E R S  A N D  WAV E S
As the Kelani River flows down from Adam’s Peak on its way to the 

Indian Ocean, it creates several opportunities for thrills on its rapids, 
waterfalls and tributaries. Depending on the level of adventure you 

and your family are ready for, you can either raft or kayak on the white 
water, both of which take you downstream through breathtaking 

scenery.  You can whizz down natural waterslides, dip into plunge 
pools and follow the river as it weaves through rainforests. For more 

water-based activities, Sri Lanka is one of the best places in the world 
to learn to surf. The beach breaks which smoothly roll onto the sandy 

bay are ideal for beginners, and instructors are on hand to help you 
hone your technique. You’ll be carving waves in no time. 

A DV E N T U R E  A N D  T E A  D R I N K I N G
The lush green hills of Sri Lanka’s tea country are reason enough to 
visit with its encircling tea plantations dotted with sari-clad pickers; 

and working factories where you can learn the art of tea-making 
from leaf to cup. But now, we’ve discovered some new activities that 

will appeal to adventure-loving families. How does zip-lining past 
towering mountain ranges and scenic waterfalls sound? Or for  
something more grounded, drive jungle dirt paths through tea 

plantations on an ATV tour, or keep your feet firmly on rocky 
escarpments as you abseil down cliffs. You’ll be grateful for a sit-down 

and a freshly brewed tea after a thrilling day in Ella’s scenic beauty.

L
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I V E  S E A

S R I  L A N K A

Bandaranaike International Airport

Kitulgala

Ella

East coast beach

Kandy

Flameback  
Eco Lodge, Weerawila 

Mirissa

Negombo

Colombo

Yala NP

Udawalawe NP

Kelani River

Passikudah

Batticaloa

Galle

Bay of Bengal

THE LOWDOWN 

• We recommend spending two  
 weeks in Sri Lanka to ensure  
 plenty of time for cultural  
 experiences, with a laid-back  
 beach break on the east coast  
 at the end of your holiday.

• We’ll arrange for you to have a  
 private vehicle with an English- 
 speaking driver who will also be  
 your guide, giving you a more  
 in-depth understanding  
 of Sri Lanka. 

• In designing your itinerary,  
 we will create a journey that  
 minimises time in the car and  
 maximises authentic Sri Lankan  
 experiences.

• We recommend staying in   
 smaller, unique properties  
 where there is an emphasis  
 on personal service. 

Sri Lanka

India
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Japan
If you haven’t visited yet, read on 
to find out more about its cities, 
countryside, art and culture, and 
trust us, you won’t want to miss 

out on any of it. Get ready for 
an eye-popping journey which 

seamlessly merges sleek modern 
life with ancient tradition. 

Have you noticed how 
everyone seems to be 

talking about Japan? 
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C I T I E S  A N D  B U L L E T  T R A I N S

This trip will see you travel everywhere by public 
transport, including the smooth-running shinkansen 
(bullet train), just like Japan’s 126 million inhabitants. 

In Tokyo, take a guided tour to get under the surface 
of this neon-lit city. See the sights from the iconic 
Tokyo Towers to the old town of Asakusa with the 
city’s oldest temple: Sensō-ji. Or go off-piste in 
one of the capital’s more unusual offerings like a 
robot restaurant, retro video game café or manga 
shop. By contrast, Kyoto is all about ancient culture 
as seen through its 2000 shrines and temples, and 
artisans pursuing time-honoured practices such 
as lacquerware, tea and handmade paper. It’s also 
thought of as Japan’s foodie capital, come here to try 
everything from matcha to sushi, tempura and ramen. 

C O U N T R Y S I D E  D E L I G H T

Japan’s countryside is the place to do as  
the Japanese do - appreciate the rejuvenating 
power of nature. 

You’ll reach Matsumoto by bullet train, whizzing 
past Mount Fuji until you are surrounded by 
lush paddy fields, mirror-like lakes and dense 
woodlands backed by the lofty Japanese Alps. 
In Kamikochi, get up closer to the ice-sculpted 
peaks and aquamarine rivers on hikes through 
ancient forests. A must is a stop at a natural hot 
spring for a relaxing onsen and you may well 
be joined by the cheeky-faced snow monkey. 

M O D E R N  A R T  A N D  
A N C I E N T  C U L T U R E

Easily doable by day trip from Kyoto is Nara,  
a town renowned for its wealth of Buddhist  
and Shinto heritage. 

Its location at the end of the Silk Road meant that 
Nara became Japan’s first capital in 710 and the 
entry point of Buddhism to Japan. Today there are 
many dramatic reminders of its power and glory 
including a 49 ft Buddha, and temples and shrines 
set amid a landscaped garden dotted with wild 
deer. For something more modern, head to the 
island of Naosahima where you’ll be greeted by 
Yayoi Kusama’s iconic giant squash - the gateway 
to cultural encounters on this island dedicated to 
art. Wander galleries home to Monet’s waterlilies, 
discover underground art installations and even  
a kitschy onsen that doubles up as an artwork. 

S E A  O F  J A P A N

E A S T  C H I N A  S E A

I S L A N D S  A N D  R E M E M B R A N C E 

A trip to Japan wouldn’t be 
complete without a visit to 
the thriving, bustling city of 
Hiroshima, known for the 
nuclear bomb that hit in 1945. 

Today, you can visit the 
preserved atomic bomb dome 
and the surrounding Peace Park 
with its memorial ‘eternal flame’. 
On the UNESCO-protected 
island of Miyajima, you’ll be 

enthralled by the seemingly 
floating shrine gate Torii - one 
of Japan’s most iconic sights. 

Take the cable car or hike 
through sacred woodlands to 
Mount Misen which gives you 
dizzying views over the island 
and Hiroshima Bay. Stay a night 
and enjoy a peaceful Miyajima 
all to yourself once the day-
trippers have dispersed. 

Tokyo

Naoshima

Kyoto

Miyajima Island

Nara

Matsumto

Hiroshima

Kamikochi
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THE LOWDOWN 

• You will travel independently  
 on Japan’s efficient network of  
 trains, with all the logistics  
 carefully planned for you, an  
 unlimited rail pass plus our map,  
 guide and detailed info pack. 

• When travelling out of the main  
 cities, you can take advantage  
 of Japan’s luggage forwarding  
 service known as ‘takkuhaibin’.  
 For a small charge, forward a  
 bag to your next destination,  
 leaving you a with a lighter bag   
 for sightseeing and hiking trips. 

• Don’t miss out on some of   
 the best food experiences in  
 Japan – we can make restaurant  
 reservations in major cities such  
 as Tokyo and Kyoto.
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HOT

Hotels
We’ve got our finger on the pulse of  

what’s hot in the world of hotel openings  
and refurbishments for 2020. 

From turf-topped retreats to desert hideaways, read on to find  
out about Real Holidays’ most hotly anticipated hotel unveilings. 
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Rosewood Little  
Dix Bay
T H E  B R I T I S H  V I R G I N  I S L A N D S

Torfhús Retreat
I C E L A N D
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Beautifully bleak and utterly remote, this is  
the place to come and hole up with loved ones 
in cosy turf-topped cottages made from stone, 
grass and wood, with Nordic-inspired interiors 
heightening the sense of contentment. 

Outside, it’s a different matter. Torfhús is 
situated in the wild cinematic scenery that 
surrounds the Golden Circle and here outdoor 
pursuits in the elemental landscapes are part 
of its allure. Go classic Iceland and watch 
geysers spurt and waterfalls plummet or ride 
an Icelandic horse across windswept valleys. 
Sightsee by superjeep or climb up into the 
glaciers of the highlands. Come home for an 
Icelandic-inspired dinner, followed by a  
soak in your geothermal outdoor basalt tub, 
perhaps accompanied by the delicate dance  
of the Northern Lights overhead.

We’re pleased to announce that the BVIs  
are officially back in business. Since Hurricane  
Irma struck in 2017, the islands have been  
slowly re-building and January 2020 sees 
the first guests through the door of newly 
redeveloped Rosewood Little Dix. 

Those familiar with the resort will recognise 
its trademark look and style, set on pristine 
Virgin Gorda with astonishingly blue seas and 
beautifully isolated beaches. Now there’s the 
addition of newly designed suites and a stylish 
open-air arrival lounge. The original treehouses 
have been rebuilt - we like the look of the stilted 
all-natural Tree House Suite which floats among 
the palm trees with a wraparound terrace and 
beach view. To experience a totally private piece 
of paradise, be dropped by boat on one of 
Gorda’s many deserted beaches with a hamper 
and chilled drinks for a day of secluded bliss.

We’re citing the Negev Desert 
as one of the most dramatic 
destinations yet for a Six Senses 
hotel - and that’s really saying 
something for a brand that’s 
found from Bhutan to Bali. 

Getting there adds to the 
experience: travel by road from 
Tel Aviv through a rugged, 
biblical landscape where 
seemingly endless horizons are 
rippled by ochre sand dunes. 
Carved into the cliffs of the 

Arava Valley is Six Senses 
Shararut: where suites with 
pools and a sensational spa are 
camouflaged into the desert-
scape. The views are startling, 
especially when the declining 
sun sets the boundless, 
honeycomb sands aflame. 
Get closer to the land with Six 
Senses’ sensitive introduction 
to desert experiences: walk 
the dunes with story-telling 
Bedouins, camp under pristine 
starry skies or take a twilight 
camel safari.

Six Senses Shararut
I S R A E L
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Located in the heart of the 
Okavango Delta, Jao Camp  
is well-known for its prolific  
wildlife among the islands,  
riverine forests and floodplains. 

This year sees the camp 
rejuvenated to sophisticated 
new levels. There are five  
brand-new stilted pool suites; 
and the two-bedroom villas 
which come with their own 
private-use vehicle, guide, chef 
and butler are ideal for families. 
Tucked below the palm trees  

is a new bijou spa with a 
glorious pool and soothing 
views that stretch over the  
floodplains. Also new is an  
informative ‘centre of knowledge’ 
museum featuring a two-storey-
high giraffe skeleton and reems  
of Okavango history, which all  
set the scene for adventures  
on the Delta in a mokoro,  
boat or by classic jeep 
safari. And with sky-high 
eco standards, Jao Camp 
is a safari experience that 
never stops giving.

Ekaa Villa
I N D I A

Brand-new bed and breakfast  
Ekaa Villa has caught our eye with 
its mission to tell the unheard stories 
of Agra, a city that’s dominated by 
the luminescent domes and Mughal 
architecture of the Taj Mahal.

Offering a characterful and welcoming 
place to stay in thirteen intricately 
designed rooms, Ekaa Villa is a complete 
antidote to India’s grand palaces.  
Staff are happy to share stories and 
insider knowledge from secret Taj 
vantage spots, to feasting on classified 
family recipes, to dolphin-spotting in  
the Chambal River. One day could see 
you enjoy a breakfast tour of the city’s 
local hotspots to sample samosas and 
lassis, take a traditional horse drawn 
carriage ride, and haggle with locals  
for pan at the bazaar. Just don’t  
forget to visit the Taj Mahal too!

Arctic Bath
S W E D E N

Forget 2020, Arctic Bath could be this 
decade’s most logic-defying hotel.  
Made of wood and steel, and resembling  
a huge bird’s nest, Arctic Bath either floats 
on Sweden’s River Tule, or sits on ice 
depending on the season. 

The whimsically designed central orb is a 
temple to wellbeing, with a circular natural 
ice bath at its core, surrounded by a sauna, 
a hot bath and treatment rooms. Along 
the riverbank are a flotilla of ‘drift-alone 
bedrooms’ with Scandi-chic interiors, huge 
windows and cosy log burners. Extracting 
yourself from this scene of serenity could 
be difficult but you’ll be thankful you did 
when you’re fishing on the ice, moose 
whispering in the woodland, sharing a meal 
with the Sámi people, or photographing the 
dreamlike wonder of the Aurora Borealis.

Jao Camp B O T S W A N A

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)20 7359 3938  or visit us online: www.realholidays.co.uk
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The heart-breakingly beautiful islands 
of the Maldives are not normally 
associated with good value. 

But the brand-new Intercontinental 
Maldives Maamunagau Resort is 
changing the tune on luxury hotel 
living. Extending their generous 
club benefits to all guests, the resort 
adds extras such as daily breakfast, 
afternoon tea and pre-dinner drinks 
with nibbles.

In addition, you’ll have the utterly 
beautiful island edged by white 
sands and jungle foliage to call home. 
Lagoon villas benefit from an infinity 
pool that looks out to sea, and families 
will love the sizeable two-storey 
houses. When you’re not gazing in 
awe at the tropical views from the 
Lighthouse or feasting on seafood at 
the Fish Market restaurant, make time 
to snorkel with majestic manta rays  
that live in the waters surrounding the 
island. This is paradise re-defined.

Intercontinental Maldives  
Maamunagau Resort
M A L D I V E S

60 Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)20 7359 3938  or visit us online: www.realholidays.co.uk 61

Palermo’s charm has always 
been in its characterful and 
bijou hotels, but all that 
could change this summer 
with a fantastic new opening 
that offers a truly stylish 
and comfortable stay. 

Eponymous hotel brand Rocco 
Forte have woven their magic 
over an existing palazzo in Sicily’s 
capital to re-imagine an iconic 
sanctuary that was once the 
haunt of the Hollywood jet-set. 
Located at the foot of Mount 
Pellegrino and known  

as Palermo’s grandest home, 
Villa Igiea will preserve its 
gorgeous fin-de-siècle features 
throughout the 100 rooms,  
while adding a sheen of modern 
Italian glamour via design-
rich Olga Polizzi interiors. The 
landmark building overlooks the 
harbour, with sensational views 
over the Gulf of Palermo. Relax  
in the flower-filled garden 
replete with swimming pool -  
a rarity in Palermo - or explore 
the city’s historic streets with its 
enchanting mix of architecture.  

Villa Igiea S I C I L Y
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Planning a trip with Real Holidays means building a trusted relationship  
between you and us. This allows us to arrange intricate multi-generational holidays, 

far-flung explorations and tailor-made trips exactly to your liking. Driven by a 
desire to provide the best service possible, you will be dealing with seasoned 
experts who have the contacts, integrity and professionalism to get it right.

Call: +44 (0)20 7359 3938

Email: info@realholidays.co.uk

Visit: www.realholidays.co.uk

All about you
Learning about your needs is the foundation 

of every trip. By understanding your interests, 
expectations and budget, we can apply our expertise 

and design a holiday that’s unique to you.

Impartial recommendations
As we have no bias to any particular destination or hotel, 
we’re free to make choices based on you. Think of us as a 

travel club for like-minded people, merging our experience 
with feedback from our trusted contacts and valued 

customers, creating recommendations you can rely on. 

Experience matters
Each member of our team travels regularly and  
extensively, and we’ve been doing so for years.  

For anywhere we haven’t been, we call on our pool  
of trusted contacts to give reliable, first-hand advice.
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All the flights and flight-inclusive holidays in this publication are financially protected by the ATOL scheme. When you pay you will be supplied with an ATOL 
Certificate. Please ask for it and check to ensure that everything you booked (flights, hotels and other services) is listed on it. Please see our booking conditions  
for further information or for more information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate. 

ABTOT provides protection for your non flight inclusive packages as set out in our booking conditions which can be found at www.realholidays.co.uk

Our time not yours
We create your trip from scratch. We save you hours of planning time by 

researching and refining the best options to suit your specifics. We set realistic 
expectations and explain why we think each element is ideal for you.
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In safe hands
We support you before, during and after your 

holiday, with as much or as little help and advice 
as you want. But it’s important that you know 

we’re here, because occasionally travel plans go 
awry. That’s when we take over and make it right.
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